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Question: What do a lurid blue stream, invasive pond 
weed and a proliferation of signage have in 
common? Answer: they have all ‘visited’ Hartford 
over the past month!

Bright blue water in a stream under the riverside 
Hartford to Huntingdon footpath has been traced to an 
industrial unit up St Peters Road. Anglia Water haven’t 
confirmed its composition, so we can but hope it was 
vegetable based!

Many of you will have seen reports on TV regarding The 
Environment Agency’s battle to contain and eliminate 
pennywort. An EA spokesman warned that and that 
“floating islands” of the weed were already appearing in 
the waterways, increasing the risk of flooding as well as
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 making the river unnavigable. The problem has reached 
Hartford notably around the down stream marinas.

The Environment Agency, which has been controlling the 
weed, said that in one location a mat of weed weighing 1.7 
tonnes had been removed from the river.

The weed, which can grow at up to 20cm a day, is native 
to the Americas and was introduced into the UK in the 
1980s for use in ponds and fish tanks but escaped into the 
wild a few years later and was banned from sale.

On a lighter but still annoying matter, the proliferation of 
signs by a visiting craft fair, together with severe parking 
problems in Main Street, has led to the Village Hall 
management committee declining any future bookings.

Environmental invaders and nuisances  



Keep up to date with your local 
Conservation Group: minutes of our 

Committee Meetings are now 
displayed in our notice board at the 

bottom of Sapley Road.

This newsletter is produced by Mike Humphrey of 
the Hartford Conservation Group who can be 

contacted on 01480 436 444 
or email info@hartfordconservation.org.uk . 

www.hartfordconservation.org.uk
Registered Charity No 1025575

Hartford Conservation Group AGM Report

At our AGM on 24th October visitors were welcomed with 
refreshments.   At 7.30 p.m. Chairman Mike Humphrey 
welcomed Members and visitors.   

The Minutes of the 2016 AGM were read and accepted.   
The Chairman and Treasurer gave their reports, which 
were accepted.   The 2016/17 Committee then stood 
down and the 2017/18 Committee was elected.   Mike 
Humphrey was re-elected to serve another year as 
Chairman.    

He then outlined plans for the coming year which 
included our Spring and Autumn Litter Picks.   He also 
gave details of a proposed 'Hartford Events Committee'.   
It is intended to hold the Christmas Lights in 2018 
following the success of the 2016 event.   Other 
established events include Hartford Open Gardens, 
Hartford Family Fun Day.   It is hoped that residents and 
Group Representatives will join the Committee.

Mike then introduced local historian David Cozens with 
his illustrated talk entitled 'Eastward expansion of 
Huntingdon – Release of 9th Earl of Sandwich Land'.   
He began by telling us that Friends of Hinchingbrooke 
publish talks given by speakers at their dinners which 
relate to the Estate.   Earlier this year these were put into 
Huntingdon Records Office.

Following the death of his Uncle, the 8th Earl, in 1916, 
the 9th Earl was liable for succession taxes of between 1 
½ and 6 ½ % depending on how the property was 
obtained.    

In 1915 he sold land for housing which was needed to 
encourage skilled labour to the area for planes to be built 
for the WWI war effort.   Mr Montagu favoured a Co-
partnership closely allied to the new Garden Villages.
 
In 1919 the Hunts Post reported the Hinchingbrooke 
Estate Sale in Huntingdon – 1,000 acres in 62 lots, only 
30 of which sold, raising a total of £30,000.   In 1927 the 
9th Earl held a Sale of Old Master Painting – 64 sold for 
£3,300!   He also sold a collection of William & Mary 
Chairs at Christies raising just £2,550 – the proceeds 
were used to buy modern paintings.   
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a very valuable resource

Besides details of the village’s historic buildings and 
history, did you realise that the Hartford Conservation 

website has links to other similar web sites
and archives? These currently include

St Ives Civic Society
The Civic Voice

Campaign to Protect Rural England
Peterborough Civic Society

The Cambridge Antiquarian Society
All Saints Church

Crime & Outcomes in Hartford
Huntingdon and Godmanchester Civic Society

Please take time to visit it soon. User friendly in 
construction it is designed and maintained by Brian 

Wilson to whom we are very grateful. 

The Earl became an acknowledged authority on paintings 
and naval medals.    In 1943 the 9th Earl gave 
Hinchingbrooke House and all land around the house to 
his son.   The 9th Earl died in 1962 aged 70.

The Cromwell family had owned Hinchingbrooke House 
and sold it to Montagu, who had brought King Charles II 
back from France and he was rewarded with the Earldom.   
More land was acquired by the family through 
advantageous marriages.

David then took questions from the audience which was 
followed by a vote of thanks.  

NEW RIVER CROSSING FEASIBILITY STUDY 
ALLOCATED FUNDING

The Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority 
has pledged funding for 3 feasibility studies relating to 
infrastructure projects including a new river crossing for 
Huntingdon which may well include the Hartford to 
Godmanchester option. 

The feasibility study is likely to cost £500,000 and is being 
championed by James Palmer, the new Mayor for 
Cambridgeshire who has stated his determination to 
transform the transport infrastructure for our area.
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